SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS CROSS:
SEPTEMBER 14

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Paradox of the Cross

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

The message about the cross is foolishness

to those who are perishing,

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
Where 1s the one who 1s wise?

Where is the scribe?

Where is the debater of this age?

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
For since, in the wisdom of God,

the world did not know God through wisdom,

God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation,
to save those who believe.

For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom,
but we proclaim Christ crucified,

a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
but to those who are the called,

both Jews and Greeks,

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
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For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness 1s stronger than human strength.

Praise be to God always!
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SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS CROSS
SEPTEMBER 15

2Peter 1:1-11 Greeting/The Power of God’s Promise

A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have
received a faith as precious as ours through the righteousness of our God
and Savior Jesus Christ: May grace and peace be yours in abundance in
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has given
us everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Thus he has given
us, through these things, his precious and very great promises, so that
through them you may escape from the corruption that is in the world
because of lust, and may become participants of the divine nature. For
this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with
goodness, and goodness with knowledge, and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness,
and godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love.
For if these things are yours and are increasing among you, they keep
you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. For anyone who lacks these things is nearsighted and
blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. Therefore, broth-
ers and sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your call and election,
for if you do this, you will never stumble. For in this way, entry into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly
provided for you.

Praise be to God always!
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SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS CROSS
SEPTEMBER 16

2Peter 1:12-21 Apostolic Witness

A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

I intend to keep on reminding you of these things, though you know
them already and are established in the truth that has come to you. I think
it right, as long as I am 1in this body, to refresh your memory, since I
know that my death will come soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has
made clear to me. And I will make every effort so that after my depar-
ture you may be able at any time to recall these things. For we did not
follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of
his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when
that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This
1s my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves
heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy
mountain. So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You
will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of
all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter
of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human
will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Praise be to God always!
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SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS CROSS
SEPTEMBER 17

2Peter 3:1-9 Denial of the Parousia

A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

This 1s now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you; in them [ am
trying to arouse your sincere intention by reminding you that you should
remember the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets, and the
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken through your apostles.
First of all you must understand this, that in the last days scoffers will
come, scoffing and indulging their own lusts and saying, “Where is the
promise of his coming? For ever since our ancestors died, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of creation!” They deliber-
ately 1gnore this fact, that by the word of God heavens existed long ago
and an earth was formed out of water and by means of water, through
which the world of that time was deluged with water and perished. But
by the same word the present heavens and earth have been reserved for
fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the godless.
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord
1s not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient
with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.

Praise be to God always!
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SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS CROSS
SEPTEMBER 18

2Peter 3:10-18 Exhortation to Preparedness

A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

The day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and
the earth and everything that is done on 1t will be disclosed. Since all
these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire?
But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new
earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you
are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without
spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So
also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom
given him, speaking of this as he does 1n all his letters. There are some
things in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist
to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures. You therefore,
beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you are not carried away
with the error of the lawless and lose your own stability. But grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Praise be to God always!
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SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS CROSS
SEPTEMBER 19

Jude 1-7 Address and Greeting/Occasion for Writing/
The False Teachers

A Reading from the Letter of Jude. Father, give your blessing. Pause
for the blessing, then read:

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are
called, who are beloved in God the Father and kept safe for Jesus Christ:
May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. Beloved, while
cagerly preparing to write to you about the salvation we share, I find it
necessary to write and appeal to you to contend for the faith that was
once for all entrusted to the saints. For certain intruders have stolen in
among you, people who long ago were designated for this condemnation
as ungodly, who pervert the grace of our God into licentiousness and
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Now I desire to remind
you, though you are fully informed, that the Lord, who once for all saved
a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did
not believe. And the angels who did not keep their own position, but left
their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains in deepest darkness
for the judgment of the great Day. Likewise, Sodom and Gomorrah and
the surrounding cities, which, in the same manner as they, indulged in
sexual immorality and pursued unnatural lust, serve as an example by
undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.

Praise be to God always!
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SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS CROSS
SEPTEMBER 20

Jude 17-25 Exhortations

A Reading from the Letter of Jude. Father, give your blessing. Pause
for the blessing, then read:

You, beloved, must remember the predictions of the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ; for they said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers,
indulging their own ungodly lusts.” It is these worldly people, devoid of
the Spirit, who are causing divisions. But you, beloved, build yourselves
up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves
in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on some who are wavering;
save others by snatching them out of the fire; and have mercy on still
others with fear, hating even the tunic defiled by their bodies. Now to
him who 1s able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without
blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, to the only God our
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

Praise be to God always!
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FiIrsT WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross:
SUNDAY

2Timothy 2:1-10 Timothy’s Conduct

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to Timothy. Father, give your
blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

You then, my child,

be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus;

and what you have heard from me through many witnesses
entrust to faithful people who will be able to teach others as well.
Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

No one serving in the army gets entangled in everyday affairs;
the soldier’s aim is to please the enlisting officer.

And 1n the case of an athlete,

no one is crowned without competing according to the rules.
It 1s the farmer who does the work

who ought to have the first share of the crops.

Think over what I say,

for the Lord will give you understanding in all things.
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead,

a descendant of David — that 1s my gospel,

for which I suffer hardship,

even to the point of being chained like a criminal.

But the word of God is not chained.

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect,

so that they may also obtain the salvation that 1s in Christ Jesus,
with eternal glory.

Praise be to God always!
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MONDAY: FirsT WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS
Revelation 1:1-8 Greeting

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants
what must soon take place; he made it known by sending his angel to
his servant John, who testified to the word of God and to the testimony
of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads
aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear and
who keep what is written 1n it; for the time is near. John to the seven
churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and
who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before
his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us
and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for-
ever and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye
will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the
tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the Alpha and
the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.

Praise be to God always!
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TUESDAY: FIRsT WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS

Revelation 1:9-20 The First Vision

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution and
the kingdom and the patient endurance, was on the island called Pat-
mos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in
the spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a
trumpet saying, “Write in a book what you see and send it to the seven
churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” Then I turned to see whose voice it was
that spoke to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and
in the midst of the lampstands I saw one like the Son of Man, clothed
with a long robe and with a golden sash across his chest. His head and
his hair were white as white wool, white as snow; his eyes were like a
flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace,
and his voice was like the sound of many waters. In his right hand he
held seven stars, and from his mouth came a sharp, two-edged sword,
and his face was like the sun shining with full force. When I saw him, I
fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his right hand on me, say-
ing, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living one. I
was dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever; and I have the keys of
Death and of Hades. Now write what you have seen, what 1s, and what
is to take place after this. As for the mystery of the seven stars that you
saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars
are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the
seven churches.

Praise be to God always!
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WEDNESDAY: FirsT WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRrRosS
Revelation 2:1-7 To Ephesus

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of
him who holds the seven stars 1n his right hand, who walks among the
seven golden lampstands: “I know your works, your toil and your patient
endurance. I know that you cannot tolerate evildoers; you have tested
those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them to be
false. I also know that you are enduring patiently and bearing up for
the sake of my name, and that you have not grown weary. But I have
this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.
Remember then from what you have fallen; repent, and do the works
you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand
from its place, unless you repent. Yet this is to your credit: you hate
the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. Let anyone who has
an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone
who conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is
in the paradise of God.

Praise be to God always!
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THURSDAY: FirsT WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS
Revelation 2:8-11 To Smyrna

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of
the first and the last, who was dead and came to life: “I know your af-
fliction and your poverty, even though you are rich. I know the slander
on the part of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a
synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Beware,
the devil 1s about to throw some of you into prison so that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have affliction. Be faithful until death,
and I will give you the crown of life. Let anyone who has an ear listen
to what the Spirit 1s saying to the churches. Whoever conquers will not
be harmed by the second death.

Praise be to God always!
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FRIDAY: FirsT WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
Revelation 2:12-17 To Pergamum

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

“To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of
him who has the sharp two-edged sword: “I know where you are living,
where Satan’s throne is. Yet you are holding fast to my name, and you
did not deny your faith in me even in the days of Antipas my witness,
my faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan lives. But I
have a few things against you: you have some there who hold to the
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before
the people of Israel, so that they would eat food sacrificed to idols and
practice fornication. So you also have some who hold to the teaching of
the Nicolaitans. Repent then. If not, [ will come to you soon and make
war against them with the sword of my mouth. Let anyone who has an
ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give a white
stone, and on the white stone i1s written a new name that no one knows
except the one who receives it.

Praise be to God always!
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SATURDAY: FirsT WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS
Revelation 2:18-29 To Thyatira

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words
of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are
like burnished bronze: “I know your works — your love, faith, service,
and patient endurance. I know that your last works are greater than the
first. But I have this against you: you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who
calls herself a prophet and is teaching and beguiling my servants to
practice fornication and to eat food sacrificed to idols. I gave her time
to repent, but she refuses to repent of her fornication. Beware, I am
throwing her on a bed, and those who commit adultery with her I am
throwing into great distress, unless they repent of her doings; and I will
strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am the
one who searches minds and hearts, and I will give to each of you as
your works deserve. But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold
this teaching, who have not learned what some call ‘the deep things of
Satan,’ to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden; only hold
fast to what you have until I come. To everyone who conquers and con-
tinues to do my works to the end, I will give authority over the nations;
to rule them with an iron rod, as when clay pots are shattered — even
as I also received authority from my Father. To the one who conquers
I will also give the morning star. Let anyone who has an ear listen to
what the Spirit is saying to the churches.

Praise be to God always!
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SEcoOND WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRosS:
SUNDAY

1Corinthians 15:19-34 Christ the Firstfruits/Practical Arguments

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ,

we are of all people most to be pitied.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,

the first fruits of those who have died.

For since death came through a human being,

the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being;
for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.

But each in his own order:

Christ the first fruits,

then at his coming those who belong to Christ.

Then comes the end,

when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father,

after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power.
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.”

But when it says,

“All things are put in subjection,”

it 1s plain that this does not include

the one who put all things in subjection under him.

When all things are subjected to him,
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then the Son himself will also be subjected

to the one who put all things in subjection under him,
so that God may be all in all.

Otherwise,

what will those people do who receive baptism

on behalf of the dead?

If the dead are not raised at all,

why are people baptized on their behalf?

And why are we putting ourselves in danger every hour?
I die every day!

That 1s as certain, brothers and sisters,

as my boasting of you —

a boast that I make in Christ Jesus our Lord.

If with merely human hopes

I fought with wild animals at Ephesus,

what would I have gained by it?

If the dead are not raised,

“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”

Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”
Come to a sober and right mind, and sin no more;

for some people have no knowledge of God.

I say this to your shame.

Praise be to God always!
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MONDAY: SEconD WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
Revelation 3:1-6 To Sardis

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

“To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him
who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know your
works; you have a name of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up,
and strengthen what remains and is on the point of death, for I have not
found your works perfect in the sight of my God. Remember then what
you received and heard; obey it, and repent. If you do not wake up, I
will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come
to you. Yet you have still a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled
their clothes; they will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are
worthy. If you conquer, you will be clothed like them in white robes,
and I will not blot your name out of the book of life; I will confess your
name before my Father and before his angels. Let anyone who has an
ear listen to what the Spirit 1s saying to the churches.

Praise be to God always!
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TUESDAY: SEconD WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
Revelation 3:7-13 To Philadelphia

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words
of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and
no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens: “I know your works.
Look, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut.
I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word
and have not denied my name. I will make those of the synagogue of
Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but are lying — [ will make
them come and bow down before your feet, and they will learn that I
have loved you. Because you have kept my word of patient endurance,
I will keep you from the hour of trial that i1s coming on the whole world
to test the inhabitants of the earth. I am coming soon; hold fast to what
you have, so that no one may seize your crown. If you conquer, I will
make you a pillar in the temple of my God; you will never go out of it.
I will write on you the name of my God, and the name of the city of my
God, the new Jerusalem that comes down from my God out of heaven,
and my own new name. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the
Spirit 1s saying to the churches.

Praise be to God always!
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WEDNESDAY: SEconp WEEK AFTER THE HoLy Cross
Revelation 3:14-22 To Laodicea

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

“To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The words of the Amen,
the faithful and true witness, the origin of God’s creation: “I know your
works; you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were either cold or
hot. So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about
to spit you out of my mouth. For you say, ‘I am rich, I have prospered,
and I need nothing.” You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable,
poor, blind, and naked. Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold
refined by fire so that you may be rich; and white robes to clothe you
and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen; and salve
to anoint your eyes so that you may see. I reprove and discipline those
whom I love. Be earnest, therefore, and repent. Listen! I am standing at
the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come
in to you and eat with you, and you with me. To the one who conquers
I will give a place with me on my throne, just as I myself conquered
and sat down with my Father on his throne. Let anyone who has an ear
listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.”

Praise be to God always!
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THURSDAY: SEconp WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross
Revelation 4:1-11 Vision of Heavenly Worship

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first
voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come
up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” At once
I was 1n the spirit, and there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated
on the throne! And the one seated there looks like jasper and carnelian,
and around the throne 1s a rainbow that looks like an emerald. Around
the throne are twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones are twenty-
four elders, dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on their heads.
Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning, and rumblings and
peals of thunder, and in front of the throne burn seven flaming torches,
which are the seven spirits of God; and in front of the throne there is
something like a sea of glass, like crystal. Around the throne, and on
each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front
and behind: the first living creature like a lion, the second living crea-
ture like an ox, the third living creature with a face like a human face,
and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle. And the four living
creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and
inside. Day and night without ceasing they sing, “Holy, holy, holy, the
Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is to come.” And when-
ever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to the one
who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-
four elders fall before the one who 1s seated on the throne and worship
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the one who lives forever and ever; they cast their crowns before the
throne, singing, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory

and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they
existed and were created.”

Praise be to God always!
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FRIDAY: SEconD WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOsS
Revelation 5:1-10 The Scroll and the Lamb

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Then I saw 1n the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll
written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I
saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to
open the scroll and break its seals?”” And no one in heaven or on earth
or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. And I
began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the
scroll or to look into it. Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep.
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered,
so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” Then I saw between
the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb
standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He
went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated
on the throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures
and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
They sing a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open
its seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for
God saints from every tribe and language and people and nation; you
have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, and they
will reign on earth.”

Praise be to God always!
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SATURDAY: SEconp WEEK AFTER THE HoLy Cross
Revelation 6:9-17 The First Six Seals

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those
who had been slaughtered for the word of God and for the testimony
they had given; they cried out with a loud voice, “Sovereign Lord, holy
and true, how long will it be before you judge and avenge our blood on
the inhabitants of the earth?” They were each given a white robe and
told to rest a little longer, until the number would be complete both of
their fellow servants and of their brothers and sisters, who were soon
to be killed as they themselves had been killed. When he opened the
sixth seal, I looked, and there came a great earthquake; the sun became
black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of
the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree drops its winter fruit when shaken
by a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll rolling itself up, and every
mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the
earth and the magnates and the generals and the rich and the powerful,
and everyone, slave and free, hid in the caves and among the rocks of
the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide
us from the face of the one seated on the throne and from the wrath of
the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able
to stand?”

Praise be to God always!
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THIRD WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross:
SUNDAY

Philippians 3:17-4:1 Wrong Conduct and Our Goal/
Live in Concord

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. Father, give your
blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Join in imitating me,

and observe those who live

according to the example you have in us.

For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ;

I have often told you of them,

and now I tell you even with tears.

Their end is destruction;

their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame;
their minds are set on earthly things.

But our citizenship is in heaven,

and 1t 1s from there

that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
He will transform the body of our humiliation

that it may be conformed to the body of his glory,

by the power that also enables him to make all things
subject to himself.

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for,
my joy and crown,

stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

Praise be to God always!
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MONDAY: THirRD WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
Revelation 7:9-17 Triumph of the Elect

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders
and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever
and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who
are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” I said to
him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason
they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within
his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike
them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne
will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water
of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Praise be to God always!

483



TUESDAY: THIRD WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS

Revelation 10:1-11 The Angel with the Small Scroll

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a
cloud, with a rainbow over his head; his face was like the sun, and his
legs like pillars of fire. He held a little scroll open in his hand. Setting
his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, he gave a great
shout, like a lion roaring. And when he shouted, the seven thunders
sounded. And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to
write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven
thunders have said, and do not write it down.” Then the angel whom I
saw standing on the sea and the land raised his right hand to heaven and
swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what
1s 1n it, the earth and what 1s in it, and the sea and what is in it: “There
will be no more delay, but in the days when the seventh angel is to blow
his trumpet, the mystery of God will be fulfilled, as he announced to his
servants the prophets.” Then the voice that I had heard from heaven
spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll that is open in the hand
of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” So I went to
the angel and told him to give me the little scroll; and he said to me,
“Take it, and eat; it will be bitter to your stomach, but sweet as honey in
your mouth.” So I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and
ate it; it was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my
stomach was made bitter. Then they said to me, ““You must prophesy
again about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.”

Praise be to God always!
484



WEDNESDAY: THIRD WEEK AFTER THE HoLy Cross
Revelation 11:1-12 The Two Witnesses

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Come
and measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship
there, but do not measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for
it is given over to the nations, and they will trample over the holy city
for forty-two months. And I will grant my two witnesses authority to
prophesy for one thousand two hundred sixty days, wearing sackcloth.”
These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before
the Lord of the earth. And if anyone wants to harm them, fire pours
from their mouth and consumes their foes; anyone who wants to harm
them must be killed in this manner. They have authority to shut the sky,
so that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they
have authority over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the
earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. When they have
finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the bottomless
pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them, and their
dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that is prophetically
called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. For three
and a half days members of the peoples and tribes and languages and
nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed
in a tomb; and the inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and
celebrate and exchange presents, because these two prophets had been
a torment to the inhabitants of the earth. But after the three and a half
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days, the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their
feet, and those who saw them were terrified. Then they heard a loud
voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up
to heaven in a cloud while their enemies watched them.

Praise be to God always!
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THURSDAY: THirp WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross
Revelation 12:1-12 The Woman and the Dragon

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with
the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She
was pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in the agony of giving
birth. Then another portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with
seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His tail
swept down a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth.
Then the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bear a child,
so that he might devour her child as soon as it was born. And she gave
birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod
of iron. But her child was snatched away and taken to God and to his
throne; and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place
prepared by God, so that there she can be nourished for one thousand
two hundred sixty days. And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his angels fought back,
but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in
heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who
1s called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world — he
was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with
him. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, “Now have
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and
the authority of his Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has been
thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. But
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they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony, for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.
Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell in them! But woe to the
earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you with great wrath,
because he knows that his time 1s short!”

Praise be to God always!
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FRIDAY: THirRD WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS

Revelation 13:1,2b-4,6-7,11-12,15-18 The First Beast/
The Second Beast

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads;
and on its horns were ten diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous
names. And the dragon gave it his power and his throne and great au-
thority. One of its heads seemed to have received a death-blow, but its
mortal wound had been healed. In amazement the whole earth followed
the beast. They worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to
the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast,
and who can fight against 1t?”’ It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies
against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who
dwell in heaven. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to
conquer them. It was given authority over every tribe and people and
language and nation. Then I saw another beast that rose out of the earth;
it had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. It exercises all
the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and it makes the earth and
its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound had been
healed. And i1t was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast so
that the image of the beast could even speak and cause those who would
not worship the image of the beast to be killed. Also it causes all, both
small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked
on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell who
does not have the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of
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its name. This calls for wisdom: let anyone with understanding calculate
the number of the beast, for it is the number of a person. Its number is
six hundred sixty-six.

Praise be to God always!
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SATURDAY: THIRD WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross
Revelation 14:1-8,13 The Lamb’s Companions/The Three Angels

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Then I looked, and there was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion! And
with him were one hundred forty-four thousand who had his name and
his Father’s name written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from
heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder;
the voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps,
and they sing a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except
the one hundred forty-four thousand who have been redeemed from the
earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they
are virgins; these follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They have been
redeemed from humankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb, and in
their mouth no lie was found; they are blameless. Then I saw another
angel flying in midheaven, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those
who live on the earth — to every nation and tribe and language and
people. He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, for the
hour of his judgment has come; and worship him who made heaven and
earth, the sea and the springs of water.” Then another angel, a second,
followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” And I heard a
voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who from
now on die in the Lord.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from
their labors, for their deeds follow them.”

Praise be to God always!
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FourTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoSS:
SUNDAY

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Vigilance

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. Father,
give your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters,
you do not need to have anything written to you.

For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night.

When they say, “There is peace and security,”

then sudden destruction will come upon them,

as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman,

and there will be no escape!

But you, beloved, are not in darkness,

for that day to surprise you like a thief;

for you are all children of light and children of the day;
we are not of the night or of darkness.

So then let us not fall asleep as others do,

but let us keep awake and be sober;

for those who sleep sleep at night,

and those who are drunk get drunk at night.

But since we belong to the day, let us be sober,

and put on the breastplate of faith and love,

and for a helmet the hope of salvation.

For God has destined us not for wrath

but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
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so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,
as indeed you are doing.

Praise be to God always!
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MONDAY: FourtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
Revelation 15:1-8 The Seven Last Plagues

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Then I saw another portent in heaven, great and amazing: seven angels
with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God
is ended. And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mixed with fire,
and those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number
of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their
hands. And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb: “Great and amazing are your deeds, Lord God the
Almighty! Just and true are your ways, King of the nations! Lord, who
will not fear and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All na-
tions will come and worship before you, for your judgments have been
revealed.” After this I looked, and the temple of the tent of witness in
heaven was opened, and out of the temple came the seven angels with
the seven plagues, robed in pure bright linen, with golden sashes across
their chests. Then one of the four living creatures gave the seven angels
seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who lives forever and ever;
and the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from
his power, and no one could enter the temple until the seven plagues of
the seven angels were ended.

Praise be to God always!
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TUESDAY: FOURTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
Revelation 18:1-8 The Fall of Babylon

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great
authority; and the earth was made bright with his splendor. He called out
with a mighty voice, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! It has become
a dwelling place of demons, a haunt of every foul and hateful bird, a
haunt of every foul and hateful beast. For all the nations have drunk of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have
grown rich from the power of her luxury.” Then I heard another voice
from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, so that you do not
take part in her sins, and so that you do not share in her plagues; for
her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniq-
uities. Render to her as she herself has rendered, and repay her double
for her deeds; mix a double draught for her in the cup she mixed. As
she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, so give her a like measure of
torment and grief. Since in her heart she says, ‘I rule as a queen; I am
no widow, and I will never see grief,” therefore her plagues will come
in a single day — pestilence and mourning and famine — and she will
be burned with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.”

Praise be to God always!
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WEDNESDAY: FourTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross

Revelation 19:1-2,5-9,11-13,16 The Fall of Babylon/
The Victory Song

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude
in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power to our
God, for his judgments are true and just; he has judged the great whore
who corrupted the earth with her fornication, and he has avenged on her
the blood of his servants.” And from the throne came a voice saying,
“Praise our God, all you his servants, and all who fear him, small and
great.” Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude,
like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunderpeals,
crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready; to her it has
been granted to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure” — for the
fine linen 1s the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me,
“Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper
of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are true words of God.” Then
I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its rider is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His
eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems; and he
has a name inscribed that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in
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a robe dipped in blood, and his name is called The Word of God. On
his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, “King of kings and
Lord of lords.”

Praise be to God always!
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THURSDAY: FourRTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRrRoSS

Revelation 21:1-12,14 The New Heaven and the New Earth/
The New Jerusalem

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will
dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself
will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will
be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first
things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne
said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for
these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It 1s done!
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty
I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those
who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they
will be my children. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted,
the murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars,
their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the
second death.” Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls
full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show
you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And in the spirit he carried me
away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
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coming down out of heaven from God. It has the glory of God and a
radiance like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal. It has a great,
high wall with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the
gates are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites; And
the wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them are the twelve
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

Praise be to God always!
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FRIDAY: FourTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS
Revelation 21:22-22:5 The New Jerusalem

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple 1s the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it,
for the glory of God 1is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory
into it. Its gates will never be shut by day — and there will be no night
there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.
But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination
or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of
the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with
its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves
of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be
found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be
in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his
name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever.

Praise be to God always!
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SATURDAY: FourTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
Revelation 22:16-21 The New Jerusalem

A Reading from the Book of Revelation. Father, give your blessing.
Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

“It 1s I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morn-
ing star.” The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who
hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone
who wishes take the water of life as a gift. [ warn everyone who hears
the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God
will add to that person the plagues described in this book; if anyone
takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take
away that person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which
are described in this book. The one who testifies to these things says,
“Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the
Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

Praise be to God always!
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FirtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross:
SUNDAY

Philippians 2:12-18 Obedience and Service in the World

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. Father, give your
blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Therefore, my beloved,

just as you have always obeyed me,

not only in my presence,

but much more now in my absence,

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;

for it 1s God who is at work in you,

enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Do all things without murmuring and arguing,

so that you may be blameless and innocent,

children of God without blemish

in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,

in which you shine like stars in the world.

It 1s by your holding fast to the word of life

that I can boast on the day of Christ

that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.

But even if I am being poured out as a libation

over the sacrifice and the offering of your faith,

I am glad and rejoice with all of you —

and 1n the same way you also must be glad and rejoice with me.

Praise be to God always!
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MONDAY: FirtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRroOSS
1Corinthians 1:1-9 Greeting/Thanksgiving

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our
brother Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those
who 1n every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their
Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of
the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every
way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind — just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you
— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God 1s faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Praise be to God always!
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TUESDAY: FirtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoSS
1Corinthians 1:10-17 Groups and Slogans

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

I appeal to you by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be
in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported
to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers
and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or
“I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.”
Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you
except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized
in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond
that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not
send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

Praise be to God always!
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WEDNESDAY: FirtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRrRoOSS
1Corinthians 1:26-31The Corinthians and Paul

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Consider your own call: not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose
what 1s foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what 1s weak
in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are,
so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of
your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Praise be to God always!
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THURSDAY: FirtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
1Corinthians 3:10-23 The Role of God’s Ministers

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder
I laid a foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must
choose with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation
other than the one that has been laid; that foundation 1s Jesus Christ. Now
if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw — the work of each builder will become visible, for
the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the
fire will test what sort of work each has done. If what has been built on
the foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work
is burned up, the builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but
only as through fire. Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will
destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.
Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age,
you should become fools so that you may become wise. For the wisdom
of this world 1s foolishness with God. For it 1s written, “He catches the
wise in their craftiness,” and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of
the wise, that they are futile.” So let no one boast about human lead-
ers. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the
world or life or death or the present or the future — all belong to you,
and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.

Praise be to God always!
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FRIDAY: FirtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS

1Corinthians 4:1-13 The Role of God’s Ministers/
Paul’s Life as Pattern

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s
mysteries. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trust-
worthy. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by
you or by any human court. I do not even judge myself. I am not aware
of anything against myself, but [ am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord
who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time,
before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden
in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one
will receive commendation from God. I have applied all this to Apol-
los and myself for your benefit, brothers and sisters, so that you may
learn through us the meaning of the saying, “Nothing beyond what is
written,” so that none of you will be puffed up in favor of one against
another. For who sees anything different in you? What do you have
that you did not receive? And if you received it, why do you boast as
if it were not a gift? Already you have all you want! Already you have
become rich! Quite apart from us you have become kings! Indeed, I
wish that you had become kings, so that we might be kings with you!
For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, as though
sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world,
to angels and to mortals. We are fools for the sake of Christ, but you are
wise 1n Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor,
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but we in disrepute. To the present hour we are hungry and thirsty, we
are poorly clothed and beaten and homeless, and we grow weary from
the work of our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted,
we endure; when slandered, we speak kindly. We have become like the
rubbish of the world, the dregs of all things, to this very day.

Praise be to God always!
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SATURDAY: FirtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS
1Corinthians 4:14-21 Paul’s Life as Pattern

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

[ am not writing this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my
beloved children. For though you might have ten thousand guardians in
Christ, you do not have many fathers. Indeed, in Christ Jesus I became
your father through the gospel. I appeal to you, then, be imitators of me.
For this reason I sent you Timothy, who 1s my beloved and faithful child
in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ Jesus, as I teach them
everywhere in every church. But some of you, thinking that I am not
coming to you, have become arrogant. But I will come to you soon, if
the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant people
but their power. For the kingdom of God depends not on talk but on
power. What would you prefer? Am I to come to you with a stick, or
with love 1n a spirit of gentleness?

Praise be to God always!
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SixTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross:
SUNDAY

Galatians 6:1-10 Life in the Community of Christ

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians. Father, give your
blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

If anyone 1s detected in a transgression,

you who have received the Spirit

should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness.
Take care that you yourselves are not tempted.
Bear one another’s burdens,

and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
For if those who are nothing think they are something,
they deceive themselves.

All must test their own work;

then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work,
will become a cause for pride.

For all must carry their own loads.

Those who are taught the word

must share in all good things with their teacher.
Do not be deceived;

God 1s not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow.
If you sow to your own flesh,

you will reap corruption from the flesh;

but if you sow to the Spirit,

you will reap eternal life from the Spirit.

So let us not grow weary in doing what 1s right,
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for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.
So then, whenever we have an opportunity,

let us work for the good of all,

and especially for those of the family of faith.

Praise be to God always!
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MONDAY: SixTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
1 Corinthians 6:1-11 Lawsuits before Unbelievers

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

When any of you has a grievance against another, do you dare to take
it to court before the unrighteous, instead of taking it before the saints?
Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world
1s to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? Do you
not know that we are to judge angels — to say nothing of ordinary mat-
ters? If you have ordinary cases, then, do you appoint as judges those
who have no standing in the church? I say this to your shame. Can it
be that there 1s no one among you wise enough to decide between one
believer and another, but a believer goes to court against a believer
— and before unbelievers at that? In fact, to have lawsuits at all with
one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather be wronged?
Why not rather be defrauded? But you yourselves wrong and defraud
— and believers at that. Do you not know that wrongdoers will not in-
herit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! Fornicators, idolaters,
adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, the greedy, drunkards,
revilers, robbers — none of these will inherit the kingdom of God. And
this is what some of you used to be. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and
in the Spirit of our God.

Praise be to God always!
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TUESDAY: SixtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 Sexual Immorality

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All
things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything.
“Food 1s meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will
destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord
and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies
are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ
and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know
that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For
it 1s said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord
becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person
commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body
itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own?
For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.

Praise be to God always!
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WEDNESDAY: SixtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRosSS

1 Corinthians 7:1-3,8-14,17,24 Advice to the Married/
The Life That the Lord Has Assigned

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is well for a man not
to touch a woman.” But because of cases of sexual immorality, each
man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. The
husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the
wife to her husband. To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is
well for them to remain unmarried as I am. But if they are not practic-
ing self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to be
aflame with passion. To the married I give this command — not I but
the Lord — that the wife should not separate from her husband (but if
she does separate, let her remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her
husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife. To the rest
I say — I and not the Lord — that if any believer has a wife who is an
unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her.
And if any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents
to live with her, she should not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband
is made holy through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy
through her husband. Otherwise, your children would be unclean, but
as it is, they are holy. However that may be, let each of you lead the life
that the Lord has assigned, to which God called you. This is my rule in
all the churches. In whatever condition you were called, brothers and
sisters, there remain with God.

Praise be to God always!
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THURSDAY: SixtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross
1Corinthians 7:25-35 Advice to Virgins and Widows

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Concerning virgins, [ have no command of the Lord, but I give my opin-
ion as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. I think that, in view
of the impending crisis, it 1s well for you to remain as you are. Are you
bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do
not seek a wife. But if you marry, you do not sin, and if a virgin marries,
she does not sin. Yet those who marry will experience distress in this life,
and I would spare you that. I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed
time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be
as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and
those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal
with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present
form of this world is passing away. I want you to be free from anxiet-
1es. The unmarried man 1s anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how
to please the Lord; but the married man is anxious about the affairs of
the world, how to please his wife, and his interests are divided. And
the unmarried woman and the virgin are anxious about the affairs of the
Lord, so that they may be holy in body and spirit; but the married woman
1s anxious about the affairs of the world, how to please her husband. I
say this for your own benefit, not to put any restraint upon you, but to
promote good order and unhindered devotion to the Lord.

Praise be to God always!
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FRIDAY: SixtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross
1Corinthians 9:13-18 Reason for Not Using His Rights

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service
get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in
what is sacrificed on the altar? In the same way, the Lord commanded
that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.
But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing this so
that they may be applied in my case. Indeed, I would rather die than
that — no one will deprive me of my ground for boasting! If I proclaim
the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is
laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do
this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am
entrusted with a commission. What then 1s my reward? Just this: that
in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to
make full use of my rights in the gospel.

Praise be to God always!
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SATURDAY: SixtH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross
1Corinthians 9:19-27 All Things to All

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all,
so that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in
order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the
law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those
under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law
(though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that
I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I
might win the weak. [ have become all things to all people, that I might
by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I
may share in its blessings. Do you not know that in a race the runners
all compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that
you may win it. Athletes exercise self-control in all things; they do it
to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one. So I do not
run aimlessly, nor do I box as though beating the air; but I punish my
body and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others I myself should
not be disqualified.

Praise be to God always!

517



SEVENTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS:
SUNDAY

Romans 12:9-21 Mutual Love

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. Father, give your
blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Let love be genuine;

hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;

love one another with mutual affection;

outdo one another in showing honor.

Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints;

extend hospitality to strangers.

Bless those who persecute you;

bless and do not curse them.

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
Live in harmony with one another;

do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly;

do not claim to be wiser than you are.

Do not repay anyone evil for evil,

but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.
If it 1s possible, so far as it depends on you,

live peaceably with all.

Beloved, never avenge yourselves,

but leave room for the wrath of God;

for it 1s written,
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“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”

No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them;

if they are thirsty, give them something to drink;

for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”
Do not be overcome by evil,

but overcome evil with good.

Praise be to God always!
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MONDAY: SEVENTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRross
1Corinthians 10:1-13 Warning against Overconfidence

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

I do not want you to be unaware that our ancestors were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock
that followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not
pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.
Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not
desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did;
as 1t 1s written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up
to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them
did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put
Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents.
And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the
destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as an example, and
they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages
have come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not
fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God
1s faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but
with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be
able to endure it.

Praise be to God always!
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TUESDAY: SEVENTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS

1Corinthians 10:14-24 Warning against Idolatry/
Seek the Good of Others

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Therefore, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols. I speak as
to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. The cup of blessing
that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that
we break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? Because there is
one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one
bread. Consider the people of Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices
partners in the altar? What do [ imply then? That food sacrificed to 1dols
1s anything, or that an idol 1s anything? No, I imply that what pagans
sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God. I do not want you to
be partners with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the
cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table
of demons. Or are we provoking the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger
than he? “All things are lawful,” but not all things are beneficial. “All
things are lawful,” but not all things build up. Do not seek your own
advantage, but that of the other.

Praise be to God always!
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WEDNESDAY: SEVENTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS
1Corinthians 12:1-11 Unity and Variety

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a
voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken
to them. (For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even
an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” Indeed,
so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.””) But
you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and
to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God
the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

Praise be to God always!
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THURSDAY: SEVENTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS
1Corinthians 12:12-27 One Body, Many Parts

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Concerning the times and the seasons, you do not need to have any-
thing written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!
But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like
a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are
not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others
do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong
to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love,
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with
him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as in-
deed you are doing.

Praise be to God always!
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FRIDAY: SEVENTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CROSS
1Corinthians 13:1-13 The Way of Love

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love,
[ am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if [ have prophetic pow-
ers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
If I give away all my possessions, and if [ hand over my body so that I
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love
1s kind; love 1s not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 1t does not rejoice
in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. But as for
prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as
for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and
we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will
come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like
a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to
childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see
face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as
I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; and the greatest of these is love.

Praise be to God always!
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SATURDAY: SEVENTH WEEK AFTER THE HoLy CRoOSS

1Corinthians 14:1-5,13-14,20,26 Prophecy Greater than Tongues/
Need for Interpretation/Functions of These Gifts/Rules of Order

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give
your blessing. Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Pursue love and strive for the spiritual gifts, and especially that you
may prophesy. For those who speak in a tongue do not speak to other
people but to God; for nobody understands them, since they are speaking
mysteries in the Spirit. On the other hand, those who prophesy speak
to other people for their upbuilding and encouragement and consola-
tion. Those who speak in a tongue build up themselves, but those who
prophesy build up the church. Now I would like all of you to speak
in tongues, but even more to prophesy. One who prophesies is greater
than one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the
church may be built up. Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should
pray for the power to interpret. For if [ pray in a tongue, my spirit prays
but my mind is unproductive. Brothers and sisters, do not be children
in your thinking; rather, be infants in evil, but in thinking be adults.
What should be done then, my friends? When you come together, each
one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation.
Let all things be done for building up.

Praise be to God always!
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